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A case-control study of occupational exposure
to metalworking fluids and bladder cancer risk
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ABSTRACT

‘Objectives Metahworking has been associated with an
excess rigk of bladder cancer in over 20 studies.
Metahworking fluids {NWFs) are suspected as the
responsible exposure, but epidemiological data are
limited. W investigated this #sociation among men in
the New England Bladder Cancer Study using state-of-
the-ar, quantitative exposure assessment methads.
Methods Cases (n=895) and population controks
(n=1031) provided occupational histories during
personal interviews. For selected jobs, eposure-oriented
modules were administered to collect information on use
s P S—

What this paper adds

» Metahworking has been associated with an
inreased risk of bladder cancer in over 20
studies, with metalwaorking fluids (MWFs)
suspected as the responsible exposure.

Previous studies of MWFs and bladder cancer
are lmited by a lack of information on smoking
and other confounders, 2 focus on large plants
that are not representative of other settings in
which MWF exposure is prevalent, and/or an
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